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Turning the red carpet black on Sunday at the 75th Golden Globes, the glitzy launch of the entertainment industry's awards season, were from left: actresses Amanda Peet, Elisabeth Moss, Nicole Kidman, Christina Henricks
and Connie Britton. PHOTOS: AFP

Awards and a reckoning at Golden Globes
Hollywood’s elite turned up at the 75th Golden Globes
as the black brigade in a show of solidarity
against Weinstein and other men of misconduct
Beverly HillS, California
IT TOOK only four minutes for Harvey Weinstein to be booed on Sunday night at the 75th
Golden Globes.
Weinstein, who has been accused by
dozens of women of misconduct – prompting
police investigations, lawsuits and the collapse of his former studio – was a major figure
at the Globes for decades. He was seen as a
master manipulator of voters. He always sat
at a prime table during the ceremony. His
post-Globes parties were often the splashiest.
Seth Meyers, hosting the Globes for the
first time, turned directly to what he called
“the elephant not in the room” when he
opened the NBC broadcast by saying, “Good
evening, ladies and remaining gentlemen.” He
later said of Weinstein, “Don’t worry, he’ll be
back in 20 years when he’s the first person
booed during the In Memoriam segment.”

Oprah Winfrey
invokes #MeToo
Oprah Winfrey sent a jolt through the audience when she received the Cecil B DeMille
Award for lifetime achievement.
“A new day is on the horizon!” Winfrey
shouted toward the end of her eight-minute
speech, which touched on the importance of
diversity in Hollywood but focused mostly on
the #MeToo movement, noting that it was
brought forth by the “insatiable dedication” of
journalists and women like the recently de-

ceased Recy Taylor who have spoken up to
tell their stories.
“When that new day finally dawns, it will
be because of a lot of magnificent women,
many of whom are right here in this room tonight, and some pretty phenomenal men,”
Winfrey said. She received multiple standing
ovations – some people stayed standing as
she spoke – and finished her comments with
an assertion of hope, looking forward to “the
day when nobody ever has to say #MeToo
again”. It was lost on few that Winfrey was accepting an award named for a man who
helped cement a culture of male domination
in Hollywood.
After Winfrey exited the stage, Natalie Portman arrived to present best director. “Here
are the all-male nominees,” Portman said.
(Guillermo del Toro won for The Shape of Water.)
James Franco won best actor in a comedy
for The Disaster Artist, a biopic about Tommy
Wiseau, an eccentric Hollywood figure best
known for his cult film The Room. Wiseau,
who had been sitting in the ballroom in wraparound blue sunglasses and looking at his
phone, sauntered to the stage, where a hoarse
Franco was espousing his love for his brother,
Dave Franco, who also stars in The Disaster
Artist. Standing nearby, the younger Franco
got a little teary.
The night’s first award went to Nicole Kidman, who won best actress in a television

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD

movie or limited series. “Power of women!”
she said, holding up her Globe and name
checking her female co-stars.
Kidman won for her role in the HBO series
Big Little Lies, in which she plays a battered
wife who summons the courage to leave her
husband. Her co-stars Alexander Skarsgard
and Laura Dern won for best supporting actor
and actress and the show won for best miniseries or movie.
As expected, Hulu’s adaptation of Margaret
Atwood’s dystopian novel about the repression of women, The Handmaid’s Tale, was honoured as best drama, matching its win last
year at the Emmy Awards. Elisabeth Moss,
who stars in that series, also repeated her
Emmys win, collecting the trophy for best actress in a drama.
This Is Us star Sterling K Brown was named
best dramatic actor, the first time in Globes
history that a black man had won that prize.
“You wrote a role for a black man that
could only be played by a black man,” Brown
said in his speech, thanking This Is Us creator,
Dan Fogelman, for creating his part. “I am being seen for who I am, and being appreciated
for who I am, and it makes it that much more
difficult to dismiss me or dismiss anybody
who looks like me.” (It was a reminder of how
much has changed in Hollywood in recent
months. Kevin Spacey won the category at the
72nd ceremony for his performance in House
of Cards, a series that fired him late last year
after men came forward to accuse him of unwanted sexual advances.)
The Amazon series The Marvelous Mrs.
Maisel, about a perfectionistic 1950s housewife who becomes a stand-up comic, won the

Globe for best TV comedy, and its star, Rachel
Brosnahan, collected the trophy for best actress in a comedy. “Their support was completely unwavering,” Amy Sherman-Palladino,
the show’s creator, said of Amazon from the
stage while wearing a top hat festooned with
feathers. (She made no mention of Roy Price,
who helped push forward the series before
his resignation in October following allegations of sexual harassment.)
Lady Bird won best picture, musical or
comedy. Allison Janney won best supporting
actress in a movie for I, Tonya.

A night draped in black
The Globes were draped in black, quite literally, with actresses and some actors vowing
to use their attire to make a statement about
sexual harassment in Hollywood and other
spheres. Winners were expected to use their
moments of glory to rail against the systemic
sexism and silence that allowed the behaviour of men like Weinstein, James Toback,
Louis C K and Spacey to fester for decades.
NBC and the givers of the Globes, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, a group of 89
journalists, tried to assure viewers that the
night inside the Beverly Hilton’s International
Ballroom would be as frothy as ever.
On the red carpet, however, eight actresses walked hand in hand with activists
who focus on sexual harassment and gender
inequality.
“We don’t want to create hierarchies – saying that women in Hollywood are more important than other women,” Marai Larasi, executive director of Imkaan, a British network of
organisations dedicated to ending violence
against black women, said on the E! arrivals
special.

“We have a platform, and we’re trying to
use it in the best way we possibly can.” Larasi
attended as Emma Watson’s guest.
But the tone on the red carpet was not entirely serious. Smiles abounded. Along with
discussion about women’s rights came lighthearted banter by nominees about butterflies
(the stomach variety) and some of the usual
fashion chitchat.
Alexis Bledel carried a black crystal clutch
from Onna Ehrlich; Gucci dressed Margot Robbie and Dakota Johnson.
And inside the ballroom, the ceremony in
many ways felt like business as usual. Stars,
producers and studio executives schmoozed
in frantic fashion during the commercial
breaks and straight through some awards.
The vibe even approached easygoing and
carefree – as if Hollywood felt it had exculpated itself with all of the serious talk on the
red carpet and the sharp-edged jokes Meyers
cracked during his monologue.
Not everyone was convinced. Reaction on
social media was mixed. Some people
cheered actresses for turning the red carpet
into more than a parade of dresses while others recoiled.
“A group of elitists, who live behind walls
and gated communities, protected by security with firearms, who kept secrets on sexual
assaults for decades, that pretend to have the
moral high ground,” conservative activist
Scott Presler wrote on Twitter in a post that
was re-tweeted more than 4,000 times.
And it was notable that many of the men
who won awards did not mention the current
reckoning that Hollywood is undergoing regarding sexual harassment and the role of women in entertainment. NYTIMES

MMA world title beckons for Tiffany Teo in Jakarta
Singaporean MMA
star will battle China’s
Xiong Jingnan at
One Championship’s first
event of 2018 on Jan 20
By Godfrey Robert
btworld@sph.com.sg
Phuket

Across
1 Bishop comes to unusual
Serbian city (8)
5 Sealing device for cleaner (6)
9 Grade C is terrible shame (8)
10 Pub with group of miners
who provided fair
entertainment? (6)
12 Fellow attached to many
different clubs (6)
13 City resident presenting
three articles about province
(8)
15 The French and British soon
to meet in the country (7)
16 Mist with tree not totally
visible (4)
20 Criminal who robbed the
rich? (4)
21 Butterfly – something flying
up, keeping very quiet (7)
25 After study look for mastery
(8)
26 Spite shown by nasty little
creatures following mum (6)
28 Obsequious host following
modern miss around (6)
29 Circumspection of one head
backing conflict (8)
30 Some monument undraped
and plain (6)
31 Receiver of holy letter about
hostelry gets unpleasant (8)
Down
1 Ornament Edward found in
stream (6)
2 Imprisoned at home,
expressed grief audibly (6)
3 Be joining skipper finally on
ship – a German (8)
4 Pleasant member of family
becoming heartless (4)

6 More than one saw notice
over long period (6)
7 General as one who would eat
human flesh hot not cold! (8)
8 Those left, having ignored a
prompt (8)
11 Agent having imbibed drink,
upset, bad-tempered (7)
14 Sailor on a steamship,
incompetent fool (7)
17 Stocky England batsman
once in tricky test (8)
18 Huge quantity swirling in a
tum, no? (8)
19 Vet, I will struggle with an ox
creating bother (8)
22 Seabird spotted in wonderful
Margate (6)
23 Boss dismissing men is not
mincing words (6)
24 Big meals, fine food, with
seconds devoured (6)
27 sensation (8)
Christmas visitors marvellous?
Not entirely (4)
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION
Across: 1 Primer, 4 Splatter, 9
Alfred, 10 Departed, 12
Cordials, 13 Barrel, 15
Argumentation, 18
Intransigence, 22 Piracy, 24
Iterated, 26 Nitrogen,27
Louche, 28 Cloister, 29
Psalms
Down: 1 Plaice, 2 Informant, 3
Evening, 5 Poet, 6 Alabama,
7 Tutor, 8 Redolent, 11
Glimpse, 14 Knights, 16
Identical, 17 Hispanic, 19
Anchors, 20 Narrows, 21
Idlers, 23 Retro, 25 Fete
G Telegraph Group Limited, London

FROM the comforts of her Punggol flat,
Tiffany Teo has switched to spartan living
in a small first-floor room of a wood-andmortar lodge that can take only a bed and
a cupboard.
Her abode for the last three weeks has
been at the remote Puding Lodge room
along a dusty street called Soi-Ta in
Chalong, Phuket, which is infested with
hawkers, peddlers, tattooed muscular
men and skimpy-clad Caucasian women.
Not an ideal place for a pony-tailed
Singaporean with a choir-singing background and a psychology degree, it seems.
But for a martial arts exponent like Teo,
it is an ideal training ground where two major gymnasiums, Tiger Muay Thai & MMA
(TMT) Gym and Phuket Top Team, are situated, about a kilometre apart.
So it’s by choice despite parental objections that the 27-year-old Teo made the
trip to the rustic surroundings where she,
like most other exponents, eats right and
commutes in small-capacity motorcycles
that are available for daily and periodic
hire.
The sacrifices are many, and Christmas
and New Year were just any other days for
Teo – she spent the two holidays on the
mats, in the rings and locked in the cages
at TMT because she has a dream date coming – a first-ever One Championship world
title showdown.
The pasta-loving Bedok-born Teo, with
a proud seven-win, zero-defeat record in
professional MMA, takes on a tough, tomboyish 28-year-old Chinese opponent in
Xiong Jingnan (10 wins, one loss) in the
strawweight title fight in Jakarta on Jan 20
in what is expected to be a cracker of a
match.
The event in the Indonesian capital is

Tiffany Teo at
her training
camp in Phuket.
“I was advised by
my coaches
to come here to
prepare for the big
fight. I enjoy the
environment here,
and it keeps me
focused on what
I want to do,” said
Teo, for whom
black leotards are
a daily outfit.
PHOTO: ONE
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titled “Kings of Courage”, and both Teo
and Xiong have been given top billing as
they are in the main event.
To many, it is unimaginable that a
bright Singaporean – she studied at Serangoon Junior College, then Singapore Institute of Management and University of Buffalo – would spar, box and wrestle with
beefy behemoths at training six days a
week when her fellow peers enjoy the island’s city lights.
But for Teo, the focus and concentration towards the title fight cannot come
anywhere else but at TMT where some 400
combatants sweat it out in the daily
seven-hour grind with different visions,
some of whom are just obsessed with the
beauty in bulk, and hulk.
Teo, whose training is sponsored by
TMT to the tune of about S$560, would
have spent some S$2,000 for other expenses by the time she leaves for Jakarta
on Jan 16.

And it is all for a good, self and national, cause.
“I was advised by my coaches to come
here to prepare for the big fight. I enjoy the
environment here, and it keeps me focused on what I want to do,” said the bespectacled Teo, for whom black leotards
are a daily outfit.
“Yes, there are times when I wake up
and wonder what am I doing here, and being involved in this sport. But then I enjoy
MMA, and the only way to do it well is to
win the fights. There are no distractions
here. And my coaches have been very professional in getting me ready for the big
day.”
Teo, a former national boxer who
missed out on the 2015 South-east Asian
Games because there were not enough participants in her weight category, added: “I
don’t enjoy team games. I was introduced
to boxing by a friend. The I switched to
MMA and spent time with coach Major

Overall at Team Highlight Reel (her home
gym in Singapore).
“Mind you, I lost my first fight as an amateur, and that defeat spurred me on to
continue and do well. So far, it’s been good
going, although I have yet to fully convince my parents about accepting what I
do.
“They have watched me fight, but I’m
not sure if they will go to Jakarta to catch
the fight. But I’m sure they will follow the
action online.”
For Teo. nicknamed “The Soul
Crusher”, injuries and bruises are part and
parcel of the MMA game, but for now what
she wants to do is remove the word “defeat” from her vocabulary and do her country proud.
A world championship belt in Jakarta,
come a fortnight’s time, could definitely
help her in that quest. And maybe, convince her parents that their youngest child
fully knows what’s good for her.

